ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


FOR  THE 


BOROUGH  OF  BARNSTAPLE 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1908. 


BARNSTAPLE : 


HENRY  PINCOMBE,  PRINTER,  STRAND. 


Bear  Street,  Barnstaple, 

19th,  February  1909., 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Urban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, — 

I beg  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  j'ear  1908,  and  in 
doing  so  would  especially  draw  your  attention  to  the  exceptionally 
satisfactor}-  condition  of  the  health  of  the  borough,  as  shown  by  th6 
following  facts  : — 

Death  Rate,  12' 34  per  1,000  living. 

iiafant  Mortality,  8o'95  per  1,000  births. 

Zymotic  Death  Rate,  *55  per  1,000  living. 


These  figures  are  the  lowest  death  rates  ever  recorded  for  the 


town. 


Yours  faithfully, 

JOHN  R.  HARPER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  1908 


FOR  THE  BOROUGH  OF  BARNSTAPLE. 


THE  BOROUGH 


•The  Boroug-h  of  Barnstaple  is  formed  by  the  civil  parishes  of 
Barnstaple  and  Pilton  East.  The  total  area  of  the  boroug"!!  is  2,359 
acres,  including  parks  and  recreation  grounds  of  26  acres.  There  are 
2oiy  miles  of  roads  and  streets,  and  3,478  inhabited  houses. 
It  is  divided  into  two  wards,  which,  with  their  populations  according 
to  the  1901  census,  are  as  follows  : — 

North  6,728 

South  ...  ...  ...  7,409 

PHYSICAL  & GENERAL  CHARACTERISTICS. 

The  main  portion  of  the  Borough  is  situated  in  an  angle 
formed  by  the  junction  of  the  river  Yeo  with  the  Taw.  All  but  the 
higher  portions  of  the  town  rests  upon  an  alluvial  deposit  of 
considerable  thickness,  the  underlying  rocks  being  upper  Devonian 
in  contact  with  carboniferous  ; Newport  being  directly  upon 
carboniferous,  whilst  Pilton  is  immediately  on  upper  Devonian  shale. 

The  most  prevalent  wind  is  the  south-west,  the  hills  sheltering 
the  town  considerably  from  the  north,  north-east,  and  east, 


METEOROLOGY. 


Details  of  the  meteorology  of  the  borough  are  supplied  in  an 
appended  report  through  the  courtesy  of  Thomas  Wainwright,  Esq. 

The  following  points  are  of  interest : — 

Rainfall  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  28-35  inches. 

Rainfall  average  of  the  preceding  30  years...  36-56  inches. 

Number  of  days  upon  which  -01  inches  or  more  rain  fell  ...  202 


Barometer  . 


30-65  inches  on  Feb.  7th. 
28  87  inches  on  Dec.  i ith. 


Temperature  in  the  shade...  | Mrni 


Maximum 

Minimum 


83-5  on  July  3rd. 
i6-  on  January  5th. 
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WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  water  supply  of  the  town  is  controlled  by  the  Barnstaple 
Water  Company,  which  was  formed  in  1858.  The  source  of  supply  is 
derived  at  Bratton  Cross  from  the  North  Yeo  River  at  about  five 
miles  distant  from  the  town,  and  situated  about  165  feet  above  the 
sea  level.  This  supply  can  be  augmented  if  necessary  by  impounding 
part  of  the  Bratton  stream  running  adjacent  to  the  intake. 

From  the  intake  the  water  is  conveyed  in  an  open  cemented 
leat  for  about  two  miles,  and  is  then  brought  by  a conduit  main  to 
the  water  works  at  Raleigh  Park. 

The  conduit  and  all  the  distributing  mains  are  coated  with 
Dr.  Angus  Smith’s  solution. 

At  the  works  the  incoming  supply  at  once  enters  a ‘‘settling  ” 
reservoir  to  allow  sedimentation  to  occur  before  beins;  delivered  on 
to  the  fine  sand  of  the  filters.  There  are  four  filter  beds,  having  a 
total  area  of  8,800  square  feet  ; one  of  them,  laid  down  in  1858,  has 
been  entirely  reconstructed  and  relaid  during  the  past  year,  and  two, 
built  in  1888,  have  been  improved  by  the  addition  of  a much  finer 
filtering  medium. 

The  filtering  material  is  of  sifted  sand,  medium  and  rough 
gravel,  and  pebbles.  Filtration  is  even  and  constant,  and  the 
accommodation  is  more  than  sufficient  for  the  requirements  of  the 
town.  The  top  of  the  sand  to  a depth  of  about  two  inches  is  removed 
and  carefully  cleansed  by  washing  at  intervals  of  five  or  six  weeks, 
whilst  the  whole  of  the  upper  layer  is  similarly  dealt  with  every  two 
years.  This  system  of  filtration  is  quite  modern,  the  whole  arrange- 
ment providing  for  the  greatest  possible  efficiency. 

From  the  filter  beds  the  water  passes  by  pipes  to  the  covered 
service  reservoir  (capacity  400,000  gallons),  which  supplies  the 
greater  part  of  the  town,  but  certain  higher  districts  (Fort  Hill  and 
Newport)  are  supplied  by  pumping  to  a high  level  covered  reservoir 
at  Pickard's  Down,  holding  300,000  gallons. 

Area  supplied — Barnstaple  and  Pilton. 

Length  of  mains — Conduit  and  pumping,  3^  miles. 

Distributing  ...  17I  miles. 


Total  ...  ...  21  miles. 


There  are  about  3,500  sup]ilies  to  houses. 
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Storage  capacity  of  service  reservoirs — 700,000  gallons. 

c 11  s)  Low  level,  40,000 

Daily  consumption-67 7,000  gallon  J 

Total  677,000 


There  are  4q  gallons  per  head  used  per  day,  including  trade 
and  public  use,  on  the  low  level,  and  40  gallons  per  head  on  the 
high  level  supply. 

Flush  allowed  for  w.c.,  2 gallons. 

A few  houses  do  not  make  use  of  the  public  supply,  but 
obtain  water  from  wells  upon  their  premises. 

Analysis  of  three  samples  of  water  received  from  the 
July  18th,  1907  : — 

No.  I.  labelled  Castle  Street. 

2.  „ Littaborne. 

3.  ,,  Rumsam. 

Chemical  Analysis  : — 


Grains  per  gallon. 

No.  I. 

No.  2. 

No.  3. 

Chlorine 

i‘5 

i-s 

I S 

Nitrogen  as  nitrates 

0-4 

04 

0-4 

Free  ammonia 

absent 

absent 

absent 

Albuminoid  ammonia 

•0028 

•0028 

•0029 

Oxygen  consumed  ... 

• 140 

•140 

• 164 

Hardness 

5-5° 

5-5° 

S-5" 

Hardness  after  boiling  , 

3-5° 

3-5° 

3-5“ 

Total  solids 

875 

87s 

JO'S 

Loss  on  ignition 

4-6 

4'6 

4-6 

Miscrospocical  appearances  : — 

In  Nos.  I and  2 the  deposit  was  small  on  standing,  but  in  No. 
3 the  sediment  was  much  larger  ; qualitively  no  difference  could  be 
detected.  It  seemed  to  consist  entirely  of  vegetable  debris. 


There  were  no  infusoria. 
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Bacteriological  appearances  : — 

Total  number  of  bacteria  per  c.c.  : 

No.  I,  258  ; No.  2,  284  ; No.  3,  348. 

About  a third  of  the  bacteria  present  were  of  the  ordinary 
saprophytic  kind. 

Bacteria  of  the  coli  class  were  absent. 


A.  WYNTER  BLYTH 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

There  are  only  two  in  the  town.  These  have  been  inspected 
from  time  to  time,  and  no  cause  for  complaint  discovered. 

SEWERAGE. 

The  whole  of  the  sewerage  of  the  borough  is  discharged  from 
three  outfalls  directly  into  the  Taw. 


COLLECTION  & DISPOSAL  OF  HOUSE  REFUSE. 

The  collection  of  house  refuse  is  performed  by  the  employees 
of  the  Corporation  from  the  Surveyor’s  department.  It  is  removed 
twice  weekly  from  the  various  parts  of  the  town,  and  is  deposited  in 
the  clay-pits  in  Western  Terrace,  where  it  is  covered  with  sand. 


SANITARY  ADMINISTRATIONS. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

There  are  only  two  in  the’  borough.  These  have  been 
frequently  inspected  by  Mr.  Hill,  and  no  cause  for  complaint 
discovered. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

There  are  six  slaughter  houses  registered,  four  being  private 
and  two  public.  These  have  been  kept  in  a sanitary  condition  and 
accordance  with  the  bye-laws.  • 

The  carcases  of  three  animals  were  condemned  as  being  unfit 
for  human  food  owing  to  evidence  of  tuberculosis. 


DAIRIKS,  COWSHEDS  & MILKSHOPS. 

The  sanitary  conditions  of  dairies  and  cowsheds  is  on  the 
whole  satisfactory.  The  importance  of  a pure  milk  supply  is  now 
much  more  fully  recognised  both  by  sanitary  authorities  and  private 
consumers.  The  fact  that  milk  is  a possible  vehicle  of  such  diseases 
as  diphtheria,  scarlet  fever,  typhoid  and  tubercle  is  a justification  for 
the  most  careful  and  stringent  precautions  being  taken  as  to  the 
sanitary’  conditions  of  the  cowsheds  and  milkshops,  the  cleanliness  of 
the  milk,  the  cow  herself,  and  the  milking  utensils.  A recent  report 
upon  various  samples  of  milk  submitted  to  the  Clinical  Research  for 
examination  was  most  satisfactory.  The  supervision,  however,  over 
dairyman  and  milk  purveyor  must  in  their  own  interests  be 
continuous. 

The  consumer  mnst  not  be  negligent  of  his  responsibility  in 
regard  to  the  storage  of  milk,  and  must  see  that  it  is  contained  in 
lean  vessels  and  free  from  any  source  of  possible  contamination. 

BAKEHOUSES. 

These  are  22  in  number,  and  are  kept  in  accordance  with  the 
Act.  None  are  underground. 

FACTORIES  & WORKSHOPS. 

For  particulars  see  Table  5. 

STEPS  TAKEN  TO  PREVENT  THE  SPREAD  OF 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

On  receipt  of  a notification  of  an  infectious  disease,  the  house 
is  visited  as  soon  as  possible  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  particulars  as 
to  source  of  infection,  milk  supply,  drainage,  school  attended,  etc., 
obtained,  and,  if  necessary,  arrangements  are  made  for  the  removal  of 
the  patieht  to  the  Sanatorium. 

After  recovery  the  infected  rooms  and  bedding  are  fumigated 
with  formaline,  and  the  bedding  and  clothing  removed  to  the  disin- 
fecting chamber,  where  they  are  sterilised  in  one  of  Thresh’s  steam 
disinfectors.  In  all  cases  of  infectious  disease  this  is  done  gratuitously. 
No  child  is  allowed  to  attend  any  of  the  public  elementary  schools 
in  the  to'vvn  from  a house  in  which  there  is  an  infectious  disease. 

The  Borough  Sanatorium  is  capable  of  containing  14  patients, 
and  it  is  possible  to  isolate  3 separate  diseases  at  the  same  time. 
During  the  year  2 cases  of  enteric  and  of  scarlet  fever  have  been 
admitted. 
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The  treatment  of  the  patients  is  in  the  hands  of  their  own 
medical  attendants,  and  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  responsible 
to  the  local  authority,  for  the  management  of  the  Sanatorium. 


POPULATION. 

The  population  of  the  borough  at  the  last  census  in  1901  was 
^4d37  of  whom  6,369  were  males  and  7.768  females. 

The  estimated  population  for  the  year  1908  is  14,418,  that  for 
1907  was  14.374. 


• BIRTHS. 

The  total  number  of  births  registered  was  345  of  whom  25 
were  illegitimate. 


The  numbers  registered  in  each  quarter  of  the  year  were  as 
follows  : — 


1st  Quarter 
2nd  Quarter 
3rd  Quarter 
4th  Quarter 


82 

93 

90 

80 


Total 


345 


The  birth  rate  is  equal  to  23^92  per  looo  and  is  the  highest 
rate  recorded  in  the  borough  since  1891  when  it  was  24'9i. 


The  following  table  gives  the  total  births  and  birth  rates  for 
the  past  nine  years  compared  with  these  for  England  and  Wales. 


Years. 

N umber  of  births. 

Barnstaple  Birth 
Rate  per  1000 
Living. 

1 England  & Wales 
Birth  Rate 
per  1000  Living. 

1900 

332 

23-60 

28-9 

1901 

334 

23-62 

28-5 

1 q02 

33  • 

23-34 

28  6 

■Q03 

307 

21  57 

28  4 

1904 

324 

22*72 

27-9 

1905 

282 

1972 

27  2 

1906 

296 

20-65 

27-0 

1907 

281 

1 9-55 

26-3 

iqo8 

345 

23-92 

26-5 
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DEATHS. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  reported  in  the  borough  was  2 1 1 — 
males  97,  females  i 14. 


The  gross  death  rate  is  therefore  equal  to  I4’63  per  1,000.  In 
order,  however,  to  obtain  the  correct  death  rate,  it  is  necessaiy  to 
subtract  the  deaths  of  20  non-residents  occurring  in  the  North 
Devon  Infirmary  and  Workhouse,  thus  giving  a total  of  191,  and 
making  the  actual  death  rate  to  be  i2’34  per  1,000. 


This  is  by  far  the  lowest  recorded  death  rate  for  the  borough 
and  speaks  exceptionally  well  for  the  health  of  a town  containing  two 
or  three  large  manufacturing  industries,  and  at  the  same  time 
developing  into  such  a popular  centre  for  summer  and  tourist  traffic. 
Within  the  last  few  years  the  town  and  district  have  received  a fairly 
large  influx  of  visitors  during  the  winter  months,  attracted  here  to  a 
great  extent  by  the  mild  and  equable  climate. 


The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  deaths  and  death 
rates  for  Barnstaple  for  the  last  eight  years  compared  with  that  of 
England  and  Wales  : — 


Year. 

No.  of  Deaths. 

Barnstaple 
Death  Rate 
per  1000. 

Death  Rate  of 

England  and 
Wales. 

1901 

235 

16-62 

16-9 

1902 

259 

18-26 

16-3 

1903 

225 

15-82 

15-4 

1904 

220 

15-42 

16-2 

1905 

225 

1573 

15-2 

1906 

243 

16-95 

15*0 

1907 

223 

15  53 

15-0 

1908 

191 

12-34 

14-7 
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From  the  following"  table  it  will  be  seen  that  over  45  per 
cent,  of  the  total  deaths  occurred  in  people  over  65  : — 

Of  the  total  21 1 deaths  : — 

Percentage  of  total  deaths. 


30  were  under  i year  of  ag’e  ...  ...  I4’2i 

13  were  i year  and  under  5 years...  ...  6' 16 

4 were  5 years  and  under  15  years  ...  1-89 

8 were  15  years  and  under  25  years  ...  3’78 

60  were  25  and  over  65  years  ...  ...  28'47 

96  were  over  65  years  ...  ...  ...  45 ‘49 


] O'OOO 

The  ag'es  of  those  dying  over  65  were  as  follows  : — 


65 — 70  18 

70—75  17 

75—80  24 

80 — 8s  ...  ...  ...  21 

85 — 90  13 

90—95  3 


96 

No  less  than  35  deaths  were  returned  as  from  senile  decay,  or 
over  16  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths  registered  in  the  borough. 

Statistics  such  as  the  above  speak  well  for  the  general 
administration  and  sanitation  of  the  town. 


DEATHS  IN  PUBLIC  INSTITUTIONS. 


North  Devon  Infirmary 

13 

Workhouse 

29 

Isolation  Hospital 

I 

43 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 

infant  mortality  for  the  year  is  86’95 

per  1,000  births 

registered.  This  is  the  lowest  infant  mortality  death  rate  ever 
recorded  for  the  borough.  In  1891  it  was  9q‘74,  and  1902  the 
highest  it  has  ever  been,  i8i"26. 

Fortunately  the  town  has  been  free  for  some  time  from 
extensive  outbreaks  of  measels,  whooping  cough  and  epidemic 
diarrhoea,  some  of  the  chief  causes  of  a high  infant  mortalitv  rate. 
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Tlie  number  of  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  was  38,  and 
of  these  6 were  illegitimate. 

The  following’  table  gives  the  causes  of  death  amongst  infants 

o O 

during  the  past  5 years  : — 


Measles 

Whooping  Cough 
Chicken-pox  ... 

Diarrhoea  Gastro  Enteritis 

Tubercular  Diseases  ... 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia 

Premature  Births 

Congenital  Defects 

Marasmus 

Convulsions 

Accidents 

Other  causes  ... 


1908. 

1907., 

1906. 

1905. 

1904. 

0 

2 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

3 

2 

8 

- 0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

7 

5 

7 

4 

1 1 

I 

3 

2 

0 

2 

I 

0 

I 

0 

8 

0 

5 

5 

4 

6 

I 

5 

6 

3 

8 

3 

1 

0 

1 

0 

8 

7 

0 

12 

8 

6 

7 

8 

3 

7 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

4 

2 

6 

6 

i 

1 30 

38 

35 

34 

51 

The  infant  mortality  for  England  and  Wales  for  1908  was 
1 21  per  1,000  births. 


DEATHS  FROM  ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 

The  zymotic  death  rate  is  calculated  from  the  number  of 
deaths  due  to  the  seven  principal  zymotic  diseases.  The  following 
table  gives  a list  of  them  and  the  deaths  that  have  occurred  from  each 
during  the  last  ten  years  : — 


Zymotic  Diseases. 

1898 

1899 

1900 

igoi 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 

1007 

1908 

Diarrhoea 

24 

15 

10 

8 

5 

2 

5 

3 

3 

3 

2 

Diphtheria  ... 

... 

. . 

C 

J 

... 

4 

3 

1 

I 

I 

. . . 

Measles 

... 

... 

7 

. . 

4 

I 

9 

4 

. . 

2 

Scarlet  fever 

. . 

. • 

1 

. . 

I 

I 

I 

. . . 

... 

. . . 

2 

Typhoid  fever 

1 

2 

I 

3 

. . 

2 

. . 

3 

. . 

. . 

2 

Whoojj’g  cough 

3 

8 

... 

... 

4 

4 

3 

13 

13 

... 

Tl.  for  each  yr. 

28 

25 

24 

1 1 

'4 

14 

2 I 

16 

17 

‘7 

8 

12 


The  zymotic  death  rate  is  equal  to  '55  per  i,000  living,  and  is 
the  lowest  recorded  for  the  borough.  The  highest  recorded  was  in 
1893,  and  was  371  per  1,000.  Last  year  the  zymotic  death  rate  was 
roo4  per  r,ooo. 


DISEASE  INCIDENTS. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASF.S. 

* 


There  were  71  cases  of  infectious  diseases  notified  during  the 

year. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  the  various  diseases 
compared  with  the  previous  five  years  : — 


Notifiable  Disease. 

1908. 

1907. 

1906. 

190^. 

1904. 

Small-pox 

Cholera 

... 



... 

Diphtheria  (including  Memb.  Croup) 

2 

16 

35 

8 

16 

Erysipelas 

1 1 

• • • 

7 

8 

6 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

54 

9 

IQ 

7 

66 

Typhus  Fever... 

101 

• • • 

• • « 

Enteric  Fever... 

4 

• • • 

16 

26 

4 

Relapsing  Fever 

Continued  Fever 

•3 

... 

... 

Puerperal  Fever 

Plague  ... 

... 

... 

... 

I 

... 

I 

71 

'3Q 

77 

40 

93 

13 


The  following  table  gives  the  notifications  in  each  month  : — 


Diph- 

theria. 

Ery- 

sipelas. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Ty- 

phoid. 

Puerp’al. 

Fever. 

Small- 

pox. 

Total. 

January  ... 

I 

2 

10 

13 

February  ... 

... 

12 

12 

March 

I 

2 

3 

April 

... 

... 

. . . 

May 

2 

4 

6 

June  

... 

4 

4 

July  

... 

2 

0 

August 

I 

••• 

3 

I 

!; 

September 

I 

7 

... 

8 

Oct  iber  ... 

3 

8 

1 

12 

November 

2 

« • • 

I 

3 

December 

... 

2 

I 

3 

2 

1 1 

54 

4 

... 

... 

... 

DIPHTHERIA. 

There  were  only  two  cases  of  this  disease  notified  during  the 
year,  one  in  a child  aged  lo  years  and  the  other  in  an  adult  aged  23, 
The  premises  were  carefully  examined,  but  no  cause  could  be 
ascertained  to  account  for  the  attack.  One  case  was  at  a dairy,  but 
upon  careful  inspection  everything  was  found  in  a very  satisfactory 
condition. 


SCARLET  FEVER. 

There  were  54  cases  of  scarlet  fever  notified  during  the  year — 
16  occurring  between  i and  5 years  of  age,  35  between  the  ages  of  5 
and  15,  2 between  15  and  25,  and  1 over  25  years  of  age.  The 
larger  majority  of  cases  were  in  children  atfending  the  schools  in  the 
borough.  There  were  2 deaths. 


ERYSIPELAS. 


Eleven  cases  were  notified.  There  were  no  deaths. 
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TYPHOID  FEVER. 

Four  cases  have  been  notified.  There  were  two  deaths,  both 
occurring  in  adults. 


1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 

1907 

1908 

Cases  notified 

9 

14 

1 r 

4 

26 

IS 

13 

4 

Deaths 

Annual  attack  rate 
per  1,000  (on  1901 

3 

2 

3 

2 

j 

population) 

0-63 

0-99 

0-77 

0’28 

179 

1-66 

091 

q 

00 

Two  of  the  cases  notified  were  of  an  extremely  mild  character. 
Two  were  considered  to  have  been  infected  from  eating  cockles,  in 
the  others  no  possible  source  of  infection  can  be  suggested.  Two 
were  treated  in  the  Isolation  Hospital. 


NON-NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 

MEASLES. 

Two  deaths  from  measles  occurred  in  the  early  part  of  the 
year.  The  disease  does  not  appear  to  have  been  prevalent  to  any 
great  extent. 


WHOOPING  COUGH. 

There  were  no  deaths.  This  disease  has  ouly  been  very 
slightly  prevalent. 


PHTHISIS 

There  is  still  a further  reduction  of  deaths  from  this  disease, 
as  the  following  table  shows,  comparing  the  last  eight  years  : — 


1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

iqo6 

1907 

1908 

Number  of  Deaths 
from  Phthisis. 

20 

26 

27 

28 

22 

16 

15 

10 

I c 


Other  forms  of  tubercular  disease  accounted  ior  4 deaths. 

The  death  rate  for  phthisis  for  1907  was  ro04  per  1,000 
living,  and  was  the  lowest  ever  recorded  in  the  borough.  This  year  it 
shows  an  even  greater  improvement,  being  ’69  per  l.ooo  living.  The 
steady  decline  in  the  death  rate  of  phthisis  which  is  becoming  so 
marked  all  over  the  country  must  be  a great  source  of  satisfaction. 
The  advances  made  in  modern  s'anitation  and,  perhaps,  what  is 
even  more  important,  the  education  of  the  general  public  in  the 
advantages  of  the  open  air  treatment  for  consumption  no  doubt 
account  for  the  improvement.  It  is  now  recognised  that  this  disease 
is  a curable  one. 

The  Barnstaple  Town  Council  are  prepared  to  disinfect,  free  of 
cost,  the  rooms  after  a death  from  consumption,  and  will  treat  in  the 
same  manner  rooms  recently  occupied  by  consumptives.  A bye-law 
is  also  in  existence  prohibiting  spitting  in  public  places. 

CANCER. 

There  were  19  deaths  from  cancer,  being  slightly  below  the 
average  of  the  last  ten  years. 


1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

1906  1907 

00 

0 

o^ 

21 

22 

10 

19 

23  j 25 

19 

Age  and  sex  distribution  of  cancer  deaths: — 


Under 

30 

30-35 

35-45 

45-55 

55-65 

65-75 

Over 

75 

Total. 

Males 

1 

1 

2 

2 

I 

7 

Females 

... 

•• 

I 

3 

2 

5 

I 

12 

INFLUENZA. 

Ten  deaths  were  recorded  from  this  disease,  occurring  mostly 
in  elderly  people 

MEDICAL  INSPECTION  OF  CHILDREN. 

This  Act,  which  came  into  force  on  July  1st,  1707,  has  been 
carried  out  as  directed.  A detailed  report  on  the  results  of  the 
inspection  will  be  presented  the  early  part  of  this  year  for  your 
consideration  as  the  Local  Education  Authority. 


iTi 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  (TUBERCULOSIS)  REGULATION,  190S. 

This  order  directs  that  the  Medical  Officer  of  a Poor  Law 
Institution,  meaning'  thereby  a Workhouse,  a Workhouse  Infirmary, 
or  other  building  subject  to  the  government  of  a Board  of  Guardians, 
&c.,  shall  within  48  hours  after  his  first  recognition  of  the  symptoms 
of  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  in  the  case  of  a poor  person  who  is  an 
inmate  of  the  institutions,  post  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of 
the  sanitary  district  in  which  the  person  resided  immediately  before 
he  became  an  inmate  of  the  Poor  Law  Institution  a notification  of 
the  case. 

JOHN  R.  HARPER, 


JI.O.H . 
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SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT. 

Pilton, 

January,  1909. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Urban  District  Council. 
Gentlemen, — I beg  to  report  the  following  : — 

Number  of  Complaints  received  during  the  year  116 

,,  Houses  Inspected 225 

,,  Legal  Notices  served  14 

„ Preliminary  Notices  given 46 

,,  Visits  to  Common  Lodging  Houses  15 

,,  Visits  to  Slaughter  Houses  220 

,,  Visits  to  Dairies  and  Cowsheds ..  90 

Samples  of  Water  taken  for  Analysis  2 

Samples  of  Water  Condemned i 

Old  Wells  Cleaned  and  Repaired l 

Houses  Disinfected  after  Infectious  Illness  80 

Houses  Cleaned  and  Limewashed  30 

Houses  condemned  as  Unfit  for  Habitation O 

House  Drains,  new  in  liew  of  old,  faulty 104 

House  Drains  Repaired  and  put  in  order  14 

New  Water  Closets  Built  1 1 

Water  Closets  Repaired 35 

Privies  and  Ashpits  Repaired  2 

Earth  Closets  Built o 

Privies  converted  into  Water  Closets  i 

Overcrowding  Abated  2 

Disinfectants  served  out ::40 

Heaps  of  Manure,  Refuse  Removed,  and  various  Nuisances 

Abated  2' 

Seizures  of  Unsound  Meat,  Fish,  &c 6 

Summonses  o 

Convictions  o 

Keport  made  by  Officer ig 

Number  of  Dairies  Registered  ^7 


FACTORY  & WORKSHOPS  ACT,  1901. 

There  are  108  Workshops  and  22  Bakehouses  which  I have 
periodically  examined  during  the  year,  and  which  have  been  cleansed 
and  limewashed  when  required,  5 new  Water  Closets  built,  1 case  of 
Overcrowding  abated. 

I am.  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

JOHN  HILL,  A.R.S.I.. 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


TABLE  I. 


^lable  showing  Vital  vStatistics  of  the  Whole  District  during  1908  and  Previous  Years. 


Population 
estimated 
to  middle 

Births. 

Total  Deaths  Registered 
in  the  District. 

Total 

Deaths 

Deaths  of 
Non- 
residents 

Deaths  of 
Residents 
registered 

Nett  Deaths 
at  all  ages 

Year. 

Under  1 year. 

At  all  Ages. 

in  Public 
Institu- 

registered 
in  Public 

in  Public 
Institu- 

belonging  to 
tlie  District. 

of  each 
year. 

No. 

Rate. 

No. 

Rate  per 
1000 

No. 

Rate. 

tions  in 
the 

District. 

Institut- 
tions  in 

tions 

bevond 

Births 

regist’rd 

the 

District. 

the 

District. 

No. 

Rate. 

1898 

18808 

293 

21-21 

48 

163-73 

225 

16-29 

... 

15 

. . . 

210 

15-13 

1899 

13915 

318 

22-85 

44 

138-36 

245 

17-60 

... 

19 

... 

226 

16-24 

1900 

14022 

332 

23-60 

35 

105  42 

279 

19-88 

... 

25 

254 

18-11 

1901 

14137 

334 

23‘62 

38 

113-77 

252 

17-11 

... 

23 

... 

235 

16-62 

1902 

14177 

331 

23-34 

60 

181-26 

277 

19-53 

48 

18 

... 

259 

18-26 

1903 

14218 

307 

21-57 

35 

114-00 

251 

17-62 

59 

26 

... 

225 

15-82 

1904 

14258 

324 

22-72 

52 

160-49 

240 

16-83 

44 

20 

... 

220 

15-42 

1905 

14298 

282 

19-72 

34 

120-56 

259 

18-11 

56 

34 

... 

225 

1573 

1906 

14330 

296 

20-65 

35 

134-09 

261 

00 

39 

18 

•243 

16-95 

1907 

14374 

281 

19  55 

38 

135-23 

245 

1 7*00 

48 

22 

... 

223 

1 3 

Averages 
for  years 
1898-1907. 

14147 

309 

21-90 

41 

135-99 

253 

17-88 

... 

22 

... 

232 

16-38 

1908 

14418 

345 

23‘92 

30 

86-95 

211 

14-63 

43 

20 

... 

191 

13-24 

Total  population  at  all  ages  at  last  Census  14D57 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  „ ;H4;4 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  ,,  4’4 


Area  of  District  in  Acres  (exclusive  of  area  covered 

by  water)  2859 


TABLE  II. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  year  1908. 


TABLE  III. 

Table  slidwing  tlie  Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  the  Year  1908. 


Deatli  in  or  belonging  to  whole  District  at  subjoined  ages. 


Causes  of  Death. 

All 

Ages. 

Under 
'1  year. 

1 and 
under  5 

5 and 
under  15 

15  and 
under  25 

25  and 
under  65 

65  and 
upwards 

Sinall-iiox 

... 

Measles 

2 

. • • 

1 

1 

... 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

1 

1 

• • • 

• • . 

Whooping  Cough 

• . . 

. • • 

• . . 

Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup 

. . . 

. • • 

. . . 

• . . 

('rotip 

. . . 

. . 

... 

1 Typlius  ... 

. • . 

. • • 

• • • 

. • . 

Fever  .j  Enteric 

2 

1 

1 

( Dther  Continued 

... 

... 

... 

Epidemic  influenza 

10 

2 

1 

i 

Cholera  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

Plague 

« • • 

... 

• • . 

Diarrhoea... 

2 

2 

• ■ • 

Enteritis  ... 

6 

4 

1 

1 

.A. 

Puerperal  Fever 

• • . 

• • . 

Erysipelas 

• • • 

. • • 

• • . 

Phthisis,  (Pulmonary  Tuberculosis) 

10 

4 

5 

1 

(Jther  Tubercular  Diseases 

4 

1 

2 

1 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

19 

12 

7 

Bronchitis 

11 

1 

10 

Pneumonia 

8 

4 

2 

2 

Pleurisy  ... 

• • . 

• • • 

• • • 

. • • 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  Organ.s 

5 

1 

1 

2 

1 

Alcoholism  ) 

Cirrhosis  of  liver  j ’ 

3 

... 

... 

1 

2 

Venereal  Diseases 

2 

2 

... 

Premature  Birth 

1 

1 

... 

... 

Diseases  and  Accidents  of  Parturition 

1 

• • > 

1 

Heart  Diseases 

16 

1 

• • • 

2 

9 

4 

Accidents  .. 

8 

2 

1 

1 

2 

2 

Suicides  ... 

2 

... 

• • • 

2 

Other  Septic  Diseases  ... 

6 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

3 

3 

.Senile  Decay 

85 

• • • 

• • . 

• # • 

35 

All  other  causes 

56 

17 

3 

... 

15 

21 

All  Causes  ... 

211 

30 

13 

4 

8 

60 

96 

TABLE  IV. 

T;il)le  showing  [ufaiitile  Mortality  during  the  year  19'i8.  Deaths  from  stated 
causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  One  Year  of  Age. 
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TABLE  V. 


Table  showing  tbe  number  of  Deaths  at  different  ages  from 
Cancer,  Phthisis,  Disease  of  the  Kespiratory  Organs, 
Heart  Disease,  and  Influenza  in  1908. 


Diseases. 

Under 

I 

Year. 

1 

to 

5. 

5 

to 

15. 

15 

to 

25. 

25 

to 

65. 

65 

and 

above. 

Totals. 

Cancer 

• • • 

. . . 

. . . 

12 

7 

19 

Phthisis 

... 

... 

... 

4 

5 

1 

10 

Diseases  of  Respiratory 
Organs... 

(Including  Bronchitis,  Pneu- 
monia and  Pleurisy) 

1 

5 

... 

•• 

5 

13 

24 

Heart  Diseases 

1 

... 

... 

2 

9 

4 

16 

Influenza 

2 

... 

... 

1 

7 

10 

Total 


79 


TABLE  VI. 

Table  showing  the  number  of  Deaths  at  different  ages  for  each 
month  of  the  year  1908. 


Months. 

Under 

1 

Year. 

1 

to 

5. 

5 

to 

[15. 

15 

to 

25. 

i25’ 

to 

65. 

65 

.and 

above. 

Total. 

J anuary 

3 

1 

0 

0 

8 

14 

21 

February 

2 

2 

0 

0 

3 

8 

15 

March 

2 

1 

1 

1 

4 

9 

18 

April 

3 

1 

1 

1 

6 

13 

25 

May 

2 

1 

2 

0 

5 

7 

17 

June 

0 

1 

0 

0 

5 

4 

10 

July 

0 

2 

0 

2 

3 

5 

12 

August 

3 

0 

0 

1 

11 

11 

26 

September  ... 

3 

1 

0 

0 

4 

3 

11 

October 

7 

2 

0 

1 

4 

8 

22 

November  ... 

2 

1 

0 

1 

4 

8 

16 

December 

3 

0 

0 

1 

8 

C 

18 

Total 

30 

13 

4 

8 

CO 

96 

211 

TABLE  VII 


Table  sliowing  tlie  Haiiifall  for  each  mouth  of  the  year,  together  with  the  true 
menu  Temperature  for  each  month  of  the  year,  as  recorded  at  the 
Atheiueum,  fJarustaple,  by  Thomas  VVainwrk;  ht,  Esy. 

In  Latitude,  50°  5”  15’  N. 

In  I.ongitude,  4«  3”  24’  W. 

Height  above  the  sea,  25  feet. 

Height  above  the  ground,  8 inches. 


Rainfall  in 
inches. 

Number  of  days 
on  which  '01 
inches  or  more 
rain  fell. 

1 

Maximum  j 
Tem- 
perature. j 

Miiiin.um 
Tem- 
perature. ^ 

Mean 

Tem- 

perature. 

January 

2*09 

16 

55-4° 

16° 

39-91° 

February  

2-69 

24 

52-2°-  j 

30° 

43-94° 

March  

3-47 

21 

53-8° 

26° 

41-21° 

April  

2-39 

14 

63-8° 

30° 

45-46° 

May  

1-44 

18 

75-2° 

41° 

55^ 

June  

0-78 

7 

81-5° 

39° 

58-3° 

July  

2-30 

12 

83-5° 

44° 

60-54° 

August  

3-07 

15 

77-2° 

41° 

.59-44° 

September  ... 

2 02 

21 

78° 

41° 

.56-83° 

October 

1-4] 

15 

77-3° 

O 

X 

.53-96“ 

November 

2 04 

14 

60-8° 

30° 

.50-1° 

Deceuiber 

4-65 

25 

54° 

25° 

' 43-27° 

Observations  taken  during  the  year  at  9 a.m.  and  3 p.m.  : — 

Rainfall  during  the  year 28‘35  inches. 

Rainfall  average  of  the  preceding  30  years 36 '56  inches. 

Maximum  Temperature  in  the  Shade 83'5°  on  July  3rd. 

Minimum  Temperature  in  the  Shade...  16°  on  January  5th. 

Purnmp+pr ! Highest  Reading,  30'65  inches  on  February  7th. 

) Lowest  Reading,  28‘87  inches  on  December  11th. 

No.  of  days  in  1907  on  which  "01  inches  or  more  rain  fell,  222. 

No.  of  days  in  1908  on  which  '01  inches  or  more  rain  fell,  202. 
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HOME  WORK. 


